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ABSTRACT
Domestic Violence is a social, political, and economic issue. Feminists who 
advocated a strong criminal justice response to domestic violence also recognized 
that arrest alone was not going to curb this problem; criminalization would 
be meaningless if victims did not also have access to housing, jobs, and social 
support systems. Failure to provide effective remedies for Domestic Violence 
victims also has signiﬁcant ﬁnancial implications. 
　For victims of domestic violence who are thrust into the legal system against 
their wishes, the system’s actions may not have a positive impact on their safety 
or sense of autonomy. Numerous shortcomings in the laws and processes by 
which civil protection orders are awarded can reduce the effectiveness of court 
orders. Understanding the actual process that survivors go through in ending 
intimate partner violence is critical to improving the remedy they most frequently 
rely on.
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